
 TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

June 20, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Trueblood led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that 
notice of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and 
followed by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney 
Jason Allen 
Donovan Gardner  
Letha Jackson 
Norma Trueblood 
 
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Trueblood called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  137-2018 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
          
Council President Trueblood advised that there would be no Closed Session.    
 

PRESENTATION 
Fire Service Awards. 
 
Fire Chief, Craig Augustoni gave an overview of the Fire Bowl program and explained the 
awards that would be given out. Introduced Scott Mitchell from Vincentown, who is the 
Coach and Nick Petrillo, the Assistant Coach. Mr. Mitchell gave some of his background in 
firefighting and further explained how he became a part of the program and an overview of 
what the competition is. Noted that the kids do everything that the firemen and women do 
with the exception of hands on fire fighting. Explained what that includes and they learn 
everything in one month. Chief Augustoni explained how excited he was and told the kids 
what a great job they had done and how proud he was of all of them. Mayor Patriarca 
advised how he learned what the Fire Bowl was and that he felt it was a phenomenal 
program to get the kids involved in and felt strongly about supporting it. Advised the kids 
how proud we all are and told them to be proud of the work that they did as a team. Mayor 
Patriarca stated we would be recognizing the Fire Safety Club from Helen Fort Middle 
School for their distinguished achievement in the 2018 New Jersey Division of Fire Safety, 
Fire Bowl. Chief Mitchell called forward Rachel Hussmann, advised she had participated 
last year and stated that she had scored high enough by herself last year to beat everyone in 
the entire competition, but that it did not count unfortunately due to her age. Advised that 
David Baker was his statistician and that Destinee Goodly was the individual tester and 
tested 3rd in the entire State by herself. Noted the remaining members of the team were Kyra 
Knight and Layla Marshall. Mayor Patriarca again commended the kids for a job well done 
and thanked Chief Scott for being involved in this program.  
 
Chief Augustoni called forward Battalion Chief Alan South, Fire Chief Chad Bozoski and 
Firefighter Joe Kazoreck. Advised that these three members had participated in an event 
that had occurred on March 12th and felt that these members should be recognized for their 
participation. Explained that a carbon monoxide system had gone off with possible injuries 
and people trapped in the house. Explained what had occurred and that these three men 
had gone into the building without any thought for their own lives and extracted the two 
trapped individuals from the dwelling. Stated that both people were airlifted to a hyper-baric 
chamber in Pennsylvania and both survived. Mayor Patriarca and Fire Director, Dennis 
Gonzalez, got up to recognize these three members. Mayor Patriarca noted the outstanding 
work and noted their outstanding dedication to the community by volunteering and that 
these guys are the best. Stated that no one can compare to what these firefighters do but 
risking their own lives for those they don’t even know. Stated that there are instances when 
situations like this occur and individuals die and in this instance that did not happen 



because of the actions of these men. Mayor Patriarca read the certificate of appreciation to 
these members and stated how much we appreciate them.   
 
Council President Trueblood advised on an incident that occurred at her home with carbon 
monoxide and how this brings back memories of that incident. Noted how thankful we are 
for these firefighters and read the Certificate of Appreciation to the Fire Company and 
presented the certificate it to them.  
 
Mayor Patriarca gave an update on the Presidential Lakes Firehouse and Recreation Center 
project. Explained that it has been a long road and a challenge to get this accomplished. 
Advised that this will be station No. 2 and gave an overview of the project. Commented 
that it is still within budget, but that there were some expenses that they would be coming to 
Council with for finalization. Advised that they are looking at the septic system and the 
well. Noted that this project would be held to the same standards as all the other they have 
done. Mr. Gonzalez explained the procedure for the purchasing of this building. Advised on 
the advertising requirements and that Council would be able to award a contract at the July 
11th meeting. Added that Public Works would be doing some of the on-site preparation for 
the modular units to come in to be assembled. Councilman Allen thanked Administration 
for their diligence on this project and for fulfilling their promise.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Trueblood opened the meeting up to general public comments. 
 

Kevin Oliver, Nu Soul Café’ – 1. Stated that he was here from Nu Soul Café’ about a letter 
he received from the Township about the shopping center he is located in. Mr. Bayer 
advised that they could talk off line about his concerns. Mr. Oliver agreed. 

 

James Boland, 226 Filbert Street – 1. Noted he has a problem with the mess on Press 
Avenue. Advised that he had sent pictures to the Council and noted he would forward that 
to Ms. Cosnoski as he forgot to copy her. Stated that there were some issues with Council 
being able to open the pictures on their computers. Councilman Gardner advised he could 
not open them. Councilwoman McCartney advised she was able to review the pictures and 
did see the issues. Councilman Allen noted he could not open the pictures but did drive by 
and saw the issues. Advised that he wanted to speak with Administration after the meeting 
about one property he saw. Mr. Gardner suggested using Google Drive for sending the 
pictures and Mr. Boland noted he would try. Mr. Boland continued to explain the issues. 
Mr. Gonzalez noted that he had not been provided with pictures, but that they have been 
meeting with Mr. Benedetti to discuss the issues. Advised that some of the ordinances on 
the agenda for amendment at this meeting were to assist the code enforcement officers in 
addressing some of the many issues.  
 

Ondrietta Johnson, Sunbury Village – 1. Noted that the speed bumps are working and 
thanked everyone for them and for the brighter lights, which are also working. Commented 
on the high grass located at 103 Delap or Lemmon Avenue. Advised on a property where 
cars are being worked on continuously. Noted that there are tons of issues. Councilwoman 
Jackson advised that Chief Jantas was present and taking notes. Chief Jantas advised Ms. 
Johnson to get in contact with him directly. Ms. Johnson noted that there are still several 
issues with the drugs in the area. Commented she has seen that there is a community center 
but is not sure what goes on there as she has never seen it open other than to vote. Noted 
that officers have come right out for vandalism that has occurred there. Stated that there are 
good people in the community that do care, but that it is hard to do something. Stated they 
are coming quietly but is hoping something could be done. Councilman Allen provided Ms. 
Johnson with an article regarding what is going on with the community center.  

 
America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Commented on the back roads of Presidential 
Lakes and a sign that has been missing for a while. Commented on an accident that 
occurred in Presidential Lakes on May 25th and asked if the person went to court. No one 
was aware. Stated that the residents in Presidential Lakes wanted their sign back. Stated 
that they need the sign back and that the person who caused the damage should pay for it to 

be replaced. 2. Commented on only having 2 bays in the firehouse compared to the 5 bays 
they had in the old building. Chief Augustoni advised on the apparatus that would be in the 
building. Ms. Phillips stated that a modular building does not cost $1.9 million dollars. 
Asked why they would be constructing a modular building. Chief Augustoni advised on the 
reasons for going modular. Noted that a portion of the cost was also related to the 
community center. Councilman Allen asked how they decided on the 3 apparatus that 
would be put there. Chief Augustoni advised that there were always 2 trucks there and 

explained what equipment was in the previous firehouse. 3. Ms. Phillips noted Code 



Enforcement issues at 501 New York Road and that it has been empty for a long time and 
the grass is very high. Stated that 501 Connecticut Trail is occupied but the grass is very 
high and the trees in the back are dry. Mr. Gonzalez provided an update on the code 
enforcement officers and the process of going from trainees to officers. Ms. Phillips noted 

the garbage that is in Country Lakes as well as junk cars out in Presidential Lakes. 4. Stated 
she hoped Public Works puts a sign out on Oregon Trail and Upper Mill Road. 
Councilman Allen noted that Ms. Phillips has attended the last 44 meetings asking about 
the firehouse in Presidential Lakes and after finally getting her answer he did not hear a 
thank you or that she was excited. Asked if she was excited. Ms. Phillips stated that she had 
heard it through the grapevine, but that this is an election this year and she will believe it 
when she sees it.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Council President Trueblood advised an additional purchase over $2,000 to be added to the 
consent agenda.  
 
Councilwoman Jackson asked to pull Resolutions 141-2018 and 145-2018. Councilman 
Gardner asked to pull Resolution 148-2018. Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolutions 
143-2018 and 144-2018. 
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to add a purchase over $2,000 to New Business. 
Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting, June 6, 2018. 
 
*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
 138-2018 Authorizes the assignment of Tax Sale Certificate 15-00267 in the amount of $10,425.00. 
 
139-2018             Authorizes deposit of Premium Lien Funds Bid as to 249 Colgate Avenue at the Tax Sale  
               held on September 30, 2015, to the Township Miscellaneous Revenue, Not  
               Anticipated Account. 
 
 140-2018 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $220.00. 
 
 141-2018 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

   
 142-2018 Authorizes the execution of a contract renewing membership in the  Burlington  
   County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.  
 
 143-2018  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 144-2018  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 145-2018  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 146-2018 Authorizes a Person-to-Person Transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 

0329-33-021-006 to Silver Bay Beverage, LLC. 
 
147-2018 Authorizes Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses and Club Licenses. 
 
148-2018 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS 

a.  Parade Permit Application (PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED) 
 

1.  Stacy Mayle for Block Party at 5, 6, 7 & 8 Oak Avenue, from 12pm - 12am on July 14, 
2018. 

  

b. Special Use Permit  
 

1. Bully Beef Booster Club for outdoor sales of Fireworks through TNT Fireworks at The 
Pine Grove Shopping Plaza parking lot from June 25, 2018 - July 4, 2018 from 9am - 
9pm.  



 

 

*c. Purchase over $2,000 – Added at Meeting. 

 
1.  Public Works – Various Electrical Repairs on Well #12, from ABS Electric in the total 
amount of $8,650.00. 

 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Gardner, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 
141-2018 Authorizes a contract with Adams, Rehmann & Heggan for an Aquifer Test 

Proposal and Pilot Well Construction Oversight in an amount not to exceed 
$12,000.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilwoman Jackson asked the Mayor which well this was for, why it is being done and 
is money was being saved. Mayor Patriarca advised that this was for the water main pipe 
that was approved at the last meeting. Stated that this is the North Side Water System 
Project that will put a tower and 2 wells on the Greenberg Farm. Mayor Patriarca further 
explained the project. Mr. Bayer advised that this was related to Resolution 148-2018 
regarding the Greenberg property.  
 
Motion by Jackson and Allen to approve Resolution 141-2018. Jackson, yes; Allen, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Gardner, abstain; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
143-2018 Authorizes public auction of ten municipally owned properties no longer 

needed for public use. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Councilman Allen asked if there were any structures on the property. Mr. Gonzalez advised 
that they are all vacant lots and are all buildable based on the current building codes. 
Councilman Allen asked how we came up with the $15,000.00 price and Mr. Gonzalez 
explained.  
 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 143-2018. Allen, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
144-2018 Authorizes the award of a contract for the provision of Computer Networking 

and Information Technology Services to LookFirst Technology. Pulled from the 

Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked if this covered all of the computers in the Township. Mr. Gonzalez 
advised that this was the same company we have used for a number of years and that this 
covers all of our computers with a few exceptions including the Court and Police 
Departments due to specific requirements they have.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 144-2018. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Jackson, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
145-2018 Requests permission from DLGS for insertion of a special item of 

revenue in the 2018 Budget in the amount of $69,478.08, from the 
NJDEP - Clean Communities Program. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilwoman Jackson noted that the $69,478.08 was coming from recycling. Mr. 
Gonzalez advised that this was formula done by the State and the amount 
determined based on last years figures from recycling and explained why it is being 
added to the budget. 
 
Motion by Jackson and McCartney to approve Resolution 145-2018. Jackson, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
148-2018 Authorizing a License Agreement with Marvin & Evealyn Greenberg for 

temporary access and use of a portion of their property. Pulled from the Consent 

Agenda. 
 

Motion by Allen and Jackson to approve Resolution 148-2018. Allen, yes; Jackson, yes; 
Gardner, abstain; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 



ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR FINAL 

ADOPTION 

 
ORDINANCE 8-2018 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
64 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, ENTITLED 
'ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES'. 
 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting to public hearing. Seeing 
no one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Council President Trueblood asked if Council had any discussion. Councilwoman Jackson 
confirmed this was discussed in length. Mayor Patriarca gave a brief overview of the 
necessity.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 8-2018. McCartney, yes; Gardner, 
yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE 9-2018   
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING THE 
LEASE OF THE NESBITT COMMUNITY CENTER TO THE BURLINGTON 
COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM FOR A FIVE (5) YEAR TERM FOR A 
HEAD START PROGRAM, AN AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM, AND THE 
PROVISION SERVICES TO FAMILIES IN PEMBERTON TOWNSHIP. 
 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting to public hearing. Seeing 
no one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Councilman Allen stated that it was his understanding that this program would be open to 
our residents on the weekend when BCCAP is not in the building. Mr. Gonzalez advised 
that the community center space would be available through the application process on the 
weekend. Mr. Allen asked if safeguards would be put in place to ensure residents are not 
affecting the BCCAP space. Mr. Gonzalez advised that they would not be using the 
building at the same time and the Headstart space would be segregated from the other 
space.  
 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to adopt Ordinance 9-2018. Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION  
 
ORDINANCE 10-2018 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
81 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, ENTITLED 'YARD 
WASTE' 
 
Councilman Allen commented on section 81-3, prohibited conduct, and that the first 
sentence was a very long sentence. Questioned the use of the word unless and a discussion 
ensued on what the statement means.  
 
Motion by Jackson and McCartney to introduce Ordinance 10-2018 with a Public Hearing 
to be held at the July 11th meeting. Jackson, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE 11-2018 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
147 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, ENTITLED 
'RECYCLING' 
 
Councilman Allen questioned E-2, commented on the 25’ feet and some houses being closer 
than 25’ feet to the house. Councilman Allen commented on the 25’ feet being an issue for 
the elderly and disabled. Suggested that it be changed to say that it must be on the side of 
the house or away from any roadway. A discussion ensued on the placement of the cans. 
Mr. Bayer advised that they could change the verbiage but that a substantial change would 
require starting over. Discussion ensued on the placement of the cans. Mayor Patriarca 
suggested making it the side or back yard, which was Councilman Allen’s suggestion.  
 



Motion by McCartney and Allen to table Ordinance 11-2018 until the July 11th meeting. 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE 12-2018 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
152 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, ENTITLED 'SOLID 
WASTE' 

 
Motion by Gardner and Allen to table Ordinance 12-2018 until the July 11th meeting. 
Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE 13-2018 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, COUNTY OF 
BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING THE BROWNS MILLS 
TOWN CENTER REDEVELOPMENT PLAN  
 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to introduce Ordinance 13-2018 with a public hearing to 
be held at the July 11th meeting. Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Jackson, yes; 
Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 NEW BUSINESS 
a.  Parade Permit Application (PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED) 

 
1. Stacy Mayle for Block Party at 5, 6, 7 & 8 Oak Avenue, from 12pm - 

12am on July 14, 2018. 
 

Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting for public hearing.  
 

Stacy Mayle, Oak Avenue – 1. Stated she is aware the party is the same day as the water 
carnival and planned it that way to hopefully combine the parties. Wants to invite their out 
of town friends to enjoy the event. Stated they have an issue with speeders on their street 
and were hoping to close down the street. Commented that she had done a plan and so far, 
they do not believe they will have overflow off of Oak Avenue. Ms. Mayle passed around 
her parking plan. Chief Jantas addressed the Council and advised it was with regret that he 
did not approve this event. Advised on the various reasons why he was unable to approve 
this and did not remember the last time he had to deny a request. Stated that with all that 
was going on with the Water Carnival it would be hard to have to worry about an 
additional 100 cars and 100 to 150 people at a separate event. Advised on the events that 
will require Police, Fire and EMS attention for the Water Carnival. Stated that because of 
the public safety issue he could not approve this. Councilwoman Jackson asked if the reason 
for denial was because of the amount of people. Chief Jantas advised that if it was in the 
yards of the people on Oak it would be no problem, but rather the closing of the street. 
Discussion ensued on why closing the street was an issue. Ms. Mayle noted that they had 
rearranged things so no one was parking on East. Stated that they have scaled things down 
since the original application.  
 

Joseph Huber, 8 Oak Avenue – 1. Noted that as the Chief has already stated they are 
already thin with personnel, that was why they wanted it blocked off so that there would be 
no issues. Ms. Mayle state she loves where she lives and has never seen an issue on her end 
of the lake. Commented that they wanted to do something special and they are not too 
rowdy. Councilman Gardner asked if this road was blocked off, would there be additional 
police placed there. Chief Jantas advised that there would not be and that this was a private 
event. Stated that his concern is what they cannot anticipate. A discussion ensued on issues 
that could arise. Chief Augustoni came forward to express the concerns he had as well. 
Noted that he agreed with Police Chief Jantas. Councilwoman Jackson noted it was a hard 
decision but at the same time she hears both Chief’s concerns.  Commented that she would 
have to unfortunately say no as she has to trust that they know what they are doing and that 
it is about their safety and the safety of the town as a whole. Ms. Mayle noted that the party 
is going to happen either way, but that they were trying to keep people safe by not allowing 
people to drive down the road. Councilman Gardner stated he had to agree with both 
Chief’s as they see things we don’t see or know. Commented that if it were another day that 
would be fine, but that resources are already stretched. Councilman Allen commented that 
he values the opinions of both Chief’s and was unable to support this. Recommended 
having it on another day although he knew that they were trying to have it in conjunction 
with the Water Carnival. Councilwoman McCartney stated she is supporter of safety and 
noted that it was hard to determine things that may happen or issues that could escalate. 
Council President Trueblood noted she understood but with the magnitude of people that 



will be there she value’s the opinions of the Chief’s. 
 
Motion by Gardner and Allen to deny the Parade Permit. Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
  

b. Special Use Permit  
 

2. Bully Beef Booster Club for outdoor sales of Fireworks through TNT 
Fireworks at The Pine Grove Shopping Plaza parking lot from June 25, 
2018 - July 4, 2018 from 9am - 9pm.  

 
Chief Augustoni noted that he had concerns with the fireworks and provided some history 
on the fireworks law. Stated he was not in agreement with the approval of this permit and 
noted some of the issues that could arise and the concerns that he had. A discussion ensued 
on possible conditions that could be imposed and potential concerns. Lia Ascalia from TNT 
Fireworks was present at the meeting and noted she understands the concerns. Advised that 
every State but one has passed the law to allow the sale of Fireworks. Explained the type of 
fireworks that they would be selling. Councilman Allen asked if this was a fire hazard. Ms. 
Ascalia advised on the type of insurance that they have. Councilwoman Jackson asked if 
there was an age limit to make a purchase. Ms. Ascalia advised that there was an 18-year-
old age limit and that they would be checking identification. Councilwoman McCartney 
asked about the hours. Ms. Ascalia advised that they were open to changing the hours. A 
discussion ensued on the hours. Mr. Gonzalez asked how the Bully Beef Booster Club 
would benefit from this sale. Ms. Ascali advised that they would receive 25% of the gross. A 
discussion ensued on the organization and how the sale would work. Chief Augustoni noted 
that the law for the sale of fireworks was passed without any comment or consideration 
from Fire Services. Stated that these are explosives and he is also concerned with potential 
theft, the location of the sale and the container, which would cause it to be a structure. 
Mayor Patriarca noted his concern was with this type of permit and what will prevent the 
next group from doing the same thing and they are each there for 10 days. Stated that this 
could cause potential future issues. Councilwoman Jackson commented that she had three 
major issues with this. Advised that she thought this was being held at the old Acme parking 
lot and being at the new Acme, there is way more traffic which is concerning in itself. 
Added that she was also concerned with the safety of the town and her biggest concern is 
that the base will not allow this on their own property. Ms. Ascalia advised they felt it was a 
security issue. Councilwoman Jackson stated that it could be but her concern was for the 
safety of our town as well. Mr. Gonzalez noted that the letter from the Vice President of the 
Bully Beef Booster Club stated that Joint Base MDL does not officially endorse any events 
like this which are wholly unofficial activities and that these organizations are not part of 
the Joint Base or any official part of the Air Force.  
 
Motion by Gardner and Jackson to deny the Special Use Permit. Gardner, yes; Jackson, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
a. Engineer's Report – 6/14/2018  

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 6/15/2018. 
 
Councilwoman Trueblood noted the addition of an item to the bill list. Advised that it was a 
check to the Superior Court of New Jersey in the total amount of $920,000.00 for the 
acquisition of the Browns Mills Shopping Center. Mr. Bayer advised that he had filed the 
eminent domain complaint on behalf of the Township that would transfer ownership of the 
property to the Township. Stated that Judge Bookbinder signed an ‘Order to Show Cause’ 
and explained the process. Advised that this order was returnable by July 6th, before Judge 
Bookbinder. Added that they also filed a ‘Declaration of Taking’ which actually transfers 
ownership of the shopping center to the Township. Advised this has to be recorded with the 
County Clerk and has already been filed with them. Noted that the last piece would be the 
Township appraiser and the requirements of the cost and how it would be released to the 
current owner. Advised what would happen with the tenants. Stated that we could not 
move forward without this approval.  
 
It was noted that the tenants would still be paying rent, but to the Township. 
 
 



Motion by Jackson and McCartney to add the $920,000.00 Superior Court of New Jersey 
bill to the bill list. Jackson, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. 
Motion carried.  
 
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List as amended. McCartney, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills 
pertaining to the NJ State Police or the Attorney General's office; Trueblood, yes. Motion 
carried.  

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Mayor Patriarca advisde that they were working with the 
Engineers on an issue that they are having on Scammel and Marie Drive and a problem 
with the storm drain. Advised that they had a severe washout on the Rails to Trail and they 
have noticed who they believe is the contributing party to that wash out. Noted that West 
End Park has been submitted to Pinelands and is awaiting their approval. The Ong’s Run 
Trail Projected coming off of Evergreen Boulevard has received NJDEP approval and is 
being prepared to go out to bid. Noted that he had attended the Deborah Heart & Lung 
ribbon cutting for their new Urgent Care and Specialty Facility. Advised that he meets with 
them often and they discuss improvements they can make for the betterment of the 
community, including redevelopment areas and their water system. Stated that there are so 
many things that they do with Deborah outside of what they already are providing to our 
residents.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 
Councilwoman Jackson – Thanked all of the volunteers and congratulated the children for 
their amazing accomplishments. Gave kudos to the Chief and his team for the good job they 
all did in the competition. Cautioned everyone in taking grapevine advise as law. 
Commented that we are here tonight and heard the facts from our Mayor, Business 
Administrator and the Council regarding the Presidential Lakes Firehouse. Advised that 
this has been ongoing since before she even came on Council and has finally and factually 
come to a point of finalization. Stated that she hopes that Ms. Phillips will go back to her 
Civic Association Meeting and portrays the positive and not just the grapevine part of it. 
Stated that it was great to have some residents here tonight who are polite, funny and 
relaxing and responsive to the Council. Noted to Council that they have a lot before them 
and many things were brought up and she feels that they did a good meeting as a team. 
Noted that they as a whole really respect both Chief Jantas and Chief Augustoni in their 
decisions and input for the permits up tonight that were denied. Commented that we finally 
have some good news regarding the old Acme property and if anyone goes on Facebook, 
please post that on there for all to see as this is great and a long time coming. Stated she is 
excited for what is to come. Thanked all for coming out and thanked Council. Asked all to 
have a great evening. Mayor Patriarca stated that as long as they have worked on that 
project and as he has said before, timing generated the opportunity for us to act on this. 
Stated someone noted this was only because it was election time and if that was really the 
case, we should have a Mayor’s election every year as we would get a lot more done. Noted 
that all are aware how difficult it has been and thanked everyone.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Wanted to piggyback on what Councilwoman Jackson said about 
the grapevine stuff and posting the positive on Facebook. Noted he reads the Facebook page 
about the Township and knows of one individual that will go on there and change the 
whole narrative and make it negative, but he will read on.  Commented on the homeless 
population behind the Dominos Pizzeria. Asked if some of the trees could be cut back in 
that area and if it could be thinned out. Stated that they can see if the Police or anyone is 
coming and we cannot see what is going on because it is so dark in that area. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that they had addressed part of this on the North side of the stream and 
have cleared out a way back. Stated it has been on hold due to the work that has been going 
on for the Water Carnival. Noted that they intend to get in there and clear more after the 
carnival is over. Councilman Gardner stated it is the tree canopy that is an issue. Mayor 
Patriarca stated that they did not necessarily want to take the trees out and would be 
problematic. Noted that they are clearing the underbrush and raising the canopy up by 
clearing the low hanging trees. Stated it is a beautiful area when it is clean. Asked about the 



twice a year pick up for leaves and stated he would like to see this revisited and explained 
why. Advised that the White Bogs Blueberry Festival was this weekend.  
 
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Commented that so many positive things happened at 
tonight’s meeting. Stated that seeing the Fire Department here and the recognition for them 
as well as the residents being here was nice and she felt a lot of good energy. Advised that 
having the middle schoolers here and school being tough, but that this was just the 
beginning of the achievements to come for them. Stated she was thinking about how she 
hears all young people do is go on their cellphones and they do, but they still have a need to 
be involved, and seeing this tonight was really good. Added that there was a new club over 
at the High School called the Ladies of Character and Knowledge. Noted that she had 
attended their meeting and they are helping young women to develop character and 
confidence in themselves. Stated that they have started collecting medical scrubs and are 
calling it the Anatomy of Fashion. Commented that this was not just for the students, but 
for families that are in the medical profession. Advised that this all started from one of our 
students, Simeone, who was killed this year and had been in the Medical Arts Academy, 
and whose mother started this initiative after her death. Stated her Mom had come out to 
talk to the girls about listening to their parents and the girls really listened. Commented on 
the great news about Deborah. Stated that the Mayor represented our town well when he 
spoke of our town. Advised that there would be an Urgent Care, Foot and Ankle, and the 
3rd floor would be Ambulatory care services. Noted some other programs they would be 
providing. Noted that Deborah is open to hiring our students and they have been wonderful. 
Thanked all for coming out and to have a good night.  
 

Councilman Allen – Congratulated all of the 2018 graduates and wished them nothing but 
continued success. Councilwoman Trueblood reminded that PTHS graduation was on 
Monday, June 25th and asked for all to keep our students in prayer.  
 

Council President Trueblood – Thanked all for coming out. Stated it was truly an honor to 
see the Fire Department well represented and the children that took part in this competition. 
Commented that it was hard to say no to the two permits and that they took this into deep 
consideration but had to agree with their Chief’s. Added that she was excited to hear all of 
the good news, especially about the Browns Mills Shopping Center property. Stated she is 
so impressed and is thankful to Deborah Heart & Lung and knows they saved her life.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


